TOGETHER

a weekly newsletter for members and

friends of the St. Andrews faith community

Sunday, March 22, 2026
Minister: Reverend Caitlin Smithers
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St. Andrew’s United Church WELCOMES YOU !

We are an Affirming Ministry of The United Church of Canada and are committed
9 to building a welcoming and inclusive community. The congregation has also done
the training to be a “Blue Umbrella” organization so it is a dementia-friendly place.

There is an elevator, a wheelchair ramp at the Algonquin entrance, and a

H handicapped-friendly washroom in the Narthex. Assistance is also available for et
di\ the hearing-impaired. If you would like information, please give us a call during office
hours and someone will be pleased to chat with you. 705 472-7680.
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St. Andrew’s Prayer Corner
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For this week we ask that you keep the following people in

your prayers:

Kim Delarosbel
Audrey Sullivan & the family of Douglas Boughner
Joyce MacQueen Carole Sawyer

Ken Dech Don Vaillancourt Don Yackobeck
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Holy Week & Easter Services

Palm/ Passion Sunday - Sunday, March 29th - St. Andrew’s| & M Y o |

Maundy Thursday - Thursday, April2nd -t 20 [ dzO1 9 [/ 2YY

hosted by Trinity United | & p LJY 0 Y 2 NEB
Good Friday - Friday, April 3rd
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EASTER SUNDAY SERVI CE

at St . ANdrIe®w3i0o a. m.

GOOD FRIDAY BREAKFAST

Sponsored by Trinity A.O.T.S.
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Breakfast includes:

(eggs, bacon, home fries, toast & juice)
Adults: $15 ~ Students $10

Family (4): Parents & 2 Children): $40

Tickets: contact the church ofc. at
705 474-3310 and pay by
e transfer, cheque or cash

M|

must be paid in advance befdre

Everyone is welcome! March 28 (limit 90)
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Session Four Rescheduled! -
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Due to inclement weather last Monday, Session Four has %
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been rescheduled to this Monday.
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NEXT SESSION - MONDAY, March 23rd at St. Andrew’s from 2 to 4 pm
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A
MAUNDY THURSDAY

POTLUCK & TABLE COMMUNION SERVICE
HOSTED BY TRINITY UNITED CHURCH, NORTH BAY
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https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?teamID=1037847

Divine Poetry Finding God in the Word

Finding God facilitated by Rev. Caitlin Smithers
and Tim Robertson
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BRING AND SHARE YOUR POEM THAT
REFLECTS THE SEASON OF LENT

Wednesdays: February 25, March 4, March 11, March 18, March 25

Lent 2026 - Tell Me Something Good!

This Lent, let us remember that the good news really is good news. It is
joyful—like fine wine saved for celebration. It grows like a mustard seed and
smells like perfume poured from an alabaster jar. It tastes like bread passed
endlessly through a hungry crowd. It sounds like laughter and feels like mercy.
The good news is alive in the world.

This Lent, we will let the teachings of Jesus lead us forward. May the good news inspire us to take
action in a world desperate to hear, see, and taste what is good.

February 22™ First Sunday in Lent - The good news is. . . so good it catches us by surprise
March 1** Second Sunday in Lent— The good news is. . . great love for God and neighbor
March 8" Third Sunday in Lent— The good news is. . . together, the impossible is possible

March 15" Fourth Sunday in Lent— The good news is. . . protection and care for
the vulnerable

March 22™ Fifth Sunday in Lent— The good news is. . . rooted in justice, mercy,
and faithfulness

HOLY WEEK & EASTER
March 29*"Palm - Passion Sunday April 3“Good Friday (Service at St. Andrew’s)

April 5"Easter Sunday
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ST. ANDREW'S LOAVES & FISHES COMMUNITY FOOD BANK
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“HARD COPIES” OF THE INFORMATION PACKAGE CAN ALSO BE PICKED UP
FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE DURING REGULAR OFFICE HOURS

March 29 - Palm/Passion Sunday
Hg? Ié::-’rEEERK St. Andrew’s @ 10:30 am

2026 April 2" - Maundy Thursday

Pot Luck & Communion
Trinity United @ 5:00 pm

April 3" - Good Friday
St. Andrew’s @ 10:30 am

April 5t - Easter Sunday
Sunrise Service @ 7:30 am
Corner Mcintyre & Ferguson

Easter Service St. Andrew’s @10:30 am
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Cold to Comfort: Urgent Church Repair Fundraiser

As of Wednesday, March 18th, the “Cold to Comfort” fundraising campaign had received
a total of $5,350! This amount includes $1,000 that was donated by the St. Andrew’s
Memorial Committee. Since an anonymous donor has offered to match every donation
up to a maximum of $5,000, then we have reached a total of $10,350 - topping our
target which was 10,000! Thanks to Lorie Fairburn who set up the Hd)

“Cold to Comfort” campaign online through Canada Helps.

Thanks also go to Jean Jamieson, our Property Chair, for taking the
lead in the repair process - and to the plumbers, technicians and oth-
ers who also helped. Most of all, thanks to all who donated to the

cause including our Anonymous Matching Donor!
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THANK YOU also from the
Loaves & Fishes
Community Foodbank!
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A Moment in Ministry
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Rev. Caitlin
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The Moderator's Earth Week
Message
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Pride 2026
Community Gathering|

Sunday, March 22" @ 2-4pm
221 Algonquin Ave

(enter from parking lot)

Join in-person or online at:
meet.google.com/kzq-garx-gdm

Help us discussthow
Pride 2026 will be
organized in North'Bay!

Let’s join together.

Hosted by Gateway Pride / Fierté
e L'arc Collective

gatewaypridecollective@gmail.com
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< Agenda for Pride 2026 Gathering - North Bay, ON

Pride 2026 Gathering - Sun, March 22nd, 2026 @2-4pm

Endaayaan Awejaa office, 221 Algonquin Ave (enter from parking lot)
Attend online or via Google Meet: https://meet.google.com/kzg-garx-gdm

Note: This meeting is to open up a community discussion and decide how to
move forward. Since this process is community-led, it's also subject to change.
We are dedicated to making Pride 2026 happen!

Agenda

1. Introductions and deciding on Community Agreement for meeting
Each attendee will have a chance to introduce themselves and suggest a
community agreement that we will add to a list and meeting chat for all to see.
We will gently ask all participants to follow the agreement we create together.

2. Presentations
a. Atlas Gifford (fae/they) - presenting preliminary findings from
2SLGBTQIA+ Community Connection project survey from August
2025

Atlas is the co-founder of the North Bay 2-Spirit & Trans Community March (2024-
present). Atlas will present preliminary findings from 65 community members
surveyed in August 2025 which was completed while working under the WAGE
grant for North Bay Pride. They will talk about what is working, what is not
working, and suggestions made by survey participants.
b. Rob Boulet (he/him) - presenting on non-profit governance and
repair with reconstructing North Bay Pride

Rob is a unionist and negotiator (OPSEU) who has been working with
International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association - North
America and the Caribbean since 2023. Rob was a part of North Bay Pride at its
inception and has fact-based knowledge to share about the option of rebooting
North Bay Pride under new leadership.

3. Discussion
We will go around in a circle again so that each attendee can respond to the
presentations. Then, we will discuss questions submitted by community
members before and during the meeting. The circle-based format allows for
respect, listening to one another, and valuing our unique perspectives.

Questions (please add yours below):
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