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Sunday,  January 11, 2026 
Minister: Reverend Caitlin Smithers will be away January 5-12, 2026 

 

THIS SUNDAY -  January  11, 2026 
 

Worship Leader: Lorie Fairburn, (LLWL) 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD  
 

 

In this season of Epiphany, 
we remember  Jesus’  
baptism and the light that 
guided the Magi.  
 

As followers of Jesus, we 
are invited to listen for 
God’s call in our daily lives 
and to shape our choices 
by love, justice, and  
compassion.  
 

Trusting in God’s grace, 
we journey together, pursuing right relations 
with one another and with Creation. 

 

NEXT SUNDAY -  January 18, 2026 
 BEHOLD THE SON OF GOD 

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
 

This image reflects the Gospel moment when John 
points beyond himself and proclaims Jesus as the 
Lamb of God. What begins 
as testimony becomes  
movement as disciples turn, 
follow, and hear Jesus’   
invitation: “Come and see.”  
 

In this Epiphany season, we 
are called to recognize who 
Jesus is and, like Andrew, to 
share that joy by inviting 
others to come and see for 
themselves.       John the Baptist pointing at 

          Christ   

THANK YOU, JOHN WALLACE ! 

John Wallace is an excellent photographer who has 
generously supported the church by sharing his 
photographic expertise.  John took the photos at the 
Centennial Service (Callander) in June and also took 
the group photo of the congregation on Orange Shirt 
Sunday (September  21, 2025). He has shared his 
talent once again by taking the “official” portrait 
photo of Rev. Caitlin Smithers.   
 

This  photo will be displayed in the Narthex along 
with the other Ministers that have served  St. 
Andrew’s - and will appear on the website and in 
print and social media. 



 

TOGETHER- St. Andrew’s United Church, North Bay , ON                          January 11, 2026                                                       Page  2 

Have you ever wondered what Jesus said about 
homosexuality? Or  Does the bible actually 
condemn homosexuality?  
—Donald Schmidt the author of The Bible and Homosexuality 
for Progressive Christians 
 

Wednesday nights from 7 pm to 8:30 pm on Zoom 
January 21, 28, February 4, and 11, 2026 
Affirming Book Study | Canadian Shield  

 

https://canadianshieldrc.ca/justice-issues/affirming-ministry/affirming-book-study/
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OUR CHURCH OFFICE   
     

Tuesday & Wednesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 p.m.   

Thursday:  12:30pm - 4:30pm     Friday: 10:30 am - 2:30 pm 
 
Pastoral Care  

 

 For pastoral care emergencies,  please call the church office (705) 472-7680  or email: 
standrewschurch@cogeco.net and your message will be forwarded to the Minister.  

Pastoral Care Emergencies While Caitlin is Away 
 

Minister: Reverend Caitlin Smithers will be away  
January 5—12 
 

If you need Emergency Pastoral Care, Tracy Davis will be 
available.  
 

Leave a message at the Church Office (705 472-7680) and 
someone will be in touch. 

St. Andrew’s Prayer Corner  
The LORD is near to all who call on him,  

to all who call on him in truth.  (Psalm 145:18) 

For this week we ask that you keep the following people in your prayers: 

The family of Brian Nelles  

The family of Cindy Brownlee  

 Joyce MacQueen  Carole Sawyer         Betty Hurley 

                Ken Dech    Don Vaillancourt      Don Yackobeck    

  St. Andrew’s United Church WELCOMES YOU !  
 

We are an Affirming Ministry of The United Church of Canada and are committed  
to building a welcoming and inclusive community.  The congregation has also done  
the training to be a “Blue Umbrella” organization so it is a dementia-friendly place.   
 

There is an elevator, a wheelchair ramp at the Algonquin entrance, and a  
handicapped-friendly washroom in the Narthex.  Assistance is also available for  
the hearing-impaired. If  you would like information, please give us a call during office 
hours and someone will be pleased to chat with you.  705 472-7680.     
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 epiphany /ĭ-pĭf′ə-nē/noun 
 
1. A Christian feast celebrating the manifestation of the divine nature 

of Jesus to the Gentiles as represented by the Magi, traditionally  
       observed on January 6. 
 

2. A revelatory manifestation of a divine being. 
 

3. Sudden insight or intuitive understanding. 

EPIPHANY STAR WORDS 
 for 2026 

 

On Epiphany Sunday (January 4th) 
those attending the morning  
worship service were given the  
opportunity to choose a Star Word 
which will help focus your worship 
for the coming year.  You are  
invited to find a spot for your Star 
Word to reside that will allow you 
to see it often and bring its  
influence to bear on an ongoing  
basis. 
 

Don’t Have A Star Word? If you 
were unable to attend our  
Epiphany Sunday service, we still 
want you to have your own special 
inspirational “Star Word” for 2026.  
 

 Click  on the star  (see image to the 
right) and you will be taken to a 
“Star Word generator” – just take a 
“spin” and the word will be  
randomly chosen especially for 
you.! 

https://wheelrandom.com/view/ruw-jzc
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JUDITH 
 
A Two-Week DVD-Based Course, Featuring  
Dr. Lisa Wolfe  on the Book of Judith 
 
Monday, January 19 & 26, 2026 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
  
St. Andrew’s United Church 
399 Cassells Street, North Bay, Ontario 
  
With Co-Facilitators 
Margaret Reid and Tim Robertson 
  
For more information and to pre-register, 
please call Margaret at (705) 476-3917. 

Join us this winter starting Monday, January 19, 2026 at 2 p.m. in the Parlour for a 
new small group study called Judith. This mini two-week DVD-based study features 
Dr. Lisa Wolfe who combines careful scholarship with fresh insights into the Book of 
Judith. 
 
This fascinating study examines the story of an uppity woman who took things into 
her own hands – including the head of a brutal warrior chief.  Dr. Wolfe takes us on 
a tour of the Book of Judith, posing provocative questions along the way. 
 
Judith, from the Koine Greek version of the Hebrew Old Testament, reads like a 
historical novel rife with warfare, lust, espionage and intrigue.  This two-session 
study takes us from a mythological battlefield and a besieged city into the studio 
and psyche of the Baroque painter Artemesia Gentileschi. 
  
For more information or to pre-register,  
call Margaret at (705) 476-3917.      ALL ARE WELCOME! 


