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Sunday,  November 30, 2025 
Minister: Reverend Caitlin Smithers 

 

THIS SUNDAY -  November 30, 2025 
 

  Advent 1: Hope 
 

Advent and Christmas scrip-
tures are rich with metaphors 
of home. They speak of the 
One who is to come and of the 
kingdom of God drawing near. 
Yet they also remind us that we 
are not there yet.  
 

This message touches some-
thing deep within us, because we long so fiercely 
for the promises of love, justice, and peace 
these seasons proclaim. 
 

In these texts, the kingdom of God—our true 
home—is both physical and metaphorical:  it is a 
place we yearn for and a reality we are called to 
help build. It is both the destination and the 
journey.  
 

And at the heart of it all, we are reminded that 
God is our dwelling place, our hope, and our 
rest." 

In this season of Advent we continue our 
theme of, ‘Close to Home’, as we reflect 
on the miraculous birth of John the Bap-
tist, we witness the foundation of what 
is to come. 
 

We will hear how Zachariah offers deep 
praise for God’s tender mercy, and 
paints a bright 
future for how 
his son John 
will prepare 
the way for Je-
sus to guide us 
in the way of 
peace. 

NEXT  SUNDAY -  December 7, 2025 
 

  Advent 2: Peace 
 

White Gift Sunday 

 

White Gift Sunday, December 7th, is a tradition that centers on sharing with others, with all the gifts 
given anonymously so that their value never overshadows the spirit of giving. 
 

Our gifts this year will go to support True Self – Debwewendizwin.  
This organization  strives to provide simplified access to services that promote the 
safety, self-sufficiency, and well-being of individuals and their families, fostering a 
structured and collaborative community response. 
 

Some of the items needed are:  
Winter Clothing, Hats, Mitts, Scarves and Non-perishable Food Items. 

https://nfn.ca/true-self/
https://nfn.ca/true-self/
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You can also contact the Church Office  for more information  
about purchasing Orchard’s cards 

AN INVITATION FROM 
Rev. Diane Matheson-Jimenez 

(the following letter is addressed to the  
congregation of St. Andrew’s) 

Autumn greetings, Modern Day Saints of St. Andrew’s 
United Church! 

 St. Andrew’s United Church Council has been working 
hard over the last year: learning and praying together, 
diving into Scripture, and developing the necessary 
skills to guide you on a journey of discovering who you 
are as a worshipping community and how you are be-
ing led by the Holy Spirit to be in relationship with 
each other and your neighbours – the ones who live 
down the street, and the ones who live in other time 
zones, speak other languages, and worship in very 
different ways.  

Your Council cares about engaging you all in this criti-

cal process. They invite and welcome your wisdom as 
you make the road forward together.  

To that end, I am writing to invite you to a lunch and 
learn – or second hour forum – Sunday November 30th 
at 11:45 am to learn about strategic planning and 
begin to discern where God is calling St. Andrew’s 
United Church at this time. Our session will take place 
in the Parlor, where a light lunch will be provided for 
those who wish to participate. If you prefer to move 
from worship into a social time, rather than take part 
in the lunch and learn, you are invited to gather for 
informal conversation in the Chapel.  

The Church Council knows that you are wise and 
thoughtful, profoundly faithful, creative, and that you 
care deeply for St. Andrew’s United Church. They pray 
you will share your hopes and visions both at the 
lunch and learn November 30th and in the months 
ahead.  
I am privileged to have been invited to walk alongside 
you as you dream tomorrow’s Church into being! 

I look forward to seeing you November 30th at 11:45 
am in the Parlour! 

Blessings in the name of Jesus, our teacher and our 

friend, 

 

ZOOM Link for this meeting 
Topic:  Diane Matheson-Jimenez Invitation 
Time: Nov 30, 2025 11:45 AM Eastern Time 

  
Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81106769198?
pwd=OF3ObvEZRuI2XWMEs6hCbRWDHWY0

jO.1 
  

Meeting ID: 811 0676 9198 
Passcode: 586311 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81106769198?pwd=OF3ObvEZRuI2XWMEs6hCbRWDHWY0jO.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81106769198?pwd=OF3ObvEZRuI2XWMEs6hCbRWDHWY0jO.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81106769198?pwd=OF3ObvEZRuI2XWMEs6hCbRWDHWY0jO.1
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OUR CHURCH OFFICE   
 

 REVISED OFFICE HOURS (Effective November 26th) 
   

Tuesday & Wednesday: 10:30 am - 3:30 p.m.   

Thursday:  12:30pm - 4:30pm     Friday: 10:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Pastoral Care  

 

 For pastoral care emergencies,  please call 705-498-5943 to reach the Minister or email: 
standrewschurch@cogeco.net and your message will be forwarded to the Minister. 

 

Minister’s Office Hours  
Minister: Reverend Caitlin Smithers  
Caitlin’s weekly office hours are 9 am to 3 pm  
Wednesday and Thursday.  
 

If you wish to call or email to set up a meeting with  Caitlin,  
please call her work phone 705-498-5943,  
email : csmithers_standrews@cogeco.net,  
or leave a message at the Church Office (705 472-7680).  
Regular drop-in hours are on Wednesdays, from 10 am to 12 pm. 
(Please ring the bell at the McIntyre Street door)  

St. Andrew’s Prayer Corner  
The LORD is near to all who call on him,  

to all who call on him in truth.  (Psalm 145:18) 

For this week we ask that you keep the following people in your prayers:  

The family of Brian Nelles  

The family of Cindy Brownlee  

 Joyce MacQueen  Carole Sawyer      

                      Ken Dech          Don Vaillancourt       

  St. Andrew’s United Church WELCOMES YOU !  
 

We are an Affirming Ministry of The United Church of Canada and are committed  
to building a welcoming and inclusive community.  The congregation has also done  
the training to be a “Blue Umbrella” organization so it is a dementia-friendly place.   
 

There is an elevator, a wheelchair ramp at the Algonquin entrance, and a  
handicapped-friendly washroom in the Narthex.  Assistance is also available for  
the hearing-impaired. If  you would like information, please give us a call during office 
hours and someone will be pleased to chat with you.  705 472-7680.     

mailto:csmithers_standrews@cogeco.net
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St. ANDREW’S 

ADVENT HAPPENINGS   
 

KIDS ONLY BAZAAR 
Saturday Dec. 6, 2025 10 a.m. till noon 

All children are welcome (use McIntyre St. En-
trance). This is a time for the children to do
their Christmas shopping! All items under $2.
Make them a list of who to shop for. There will 
be helpers available if they need them. Coffee 
and tea will be available for the parents while 
their kids are shopping. 

 

 

WHITE GIFT SUNDAY 
Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025 10:30 a.m. 

Please bring your non-perishable food items 
or cash donations marked ‘White Gift’ on this 
day. All donations will be given to the True 
Self Debwewendiziwin Program of North Bay, 
This organization assists individuals with im-
mediate needs, providing peer support and 
access to essential resources. 

 

A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
Sunday, December 14, 2025 - 10:30 a.m.
and a Candlelight Service at 7:30 p.m. 

The St. Andrew’s United Church Choir invites 
you to its annual candlelight service. This a re-
laxing, quiet time in which the joy of Christ-
mas is shared in song and story. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

ST. ANDREW’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

‘A Tale of a Dog and a Donkey’ 
Sunday, December 21, 2025 – 10:30 a.m. 

At our service, we will share the retelling of the
age-old story of Jesus’ birth. 

 

 

THE LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 
Monday, December 22, 2025 - 7 p.m.
at Trinity United Church 

The Advent and Christmas seasons can inspire
profound highs and lows in our lives. The Trini-
ty tradition continues: teaming up with St. 
Andrew’s to host a ‘Longest Night’ service of 
candlelight, of prayer and of heartfelt music in 
the Trinity sanctuary. Join us again on Monday, 
Dec. 22nd at 7p.m., when we embrace a holy 
opportunity of spacious prayerful pause, to 
contemplate the hopes and fears that fill the 
longest nights of the year! No offering is col-
lected, and everyone is welcome. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 - 7 p.m. 
Communion, carols, and candlelight 

 

 

 

 

 

Also during Advent ... 

DIVINE POETRY 
Finding God in the Word 

 facilitated by Caitlin Smithers and Tim Rob-
ertson (November 26th to December 17th) 
Join us every Wednesday noon during the 
Season of Advent for an exploration of find-
ing God in the words of poetic expression. 
For more details, please see page 5 
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Christmas Memorial Flowers 

Poinsettias will be purchased to be placed in the 
sanctuary during the Christmas Season in 

memory of special persons. 
 

If you wish to make a donation to help cover the 
cost, a minimum of $20 is suggested. 
 

Please make your cheque payable to:  St. Andrew’s Memorial 
Flower Fund 

 

You can arrange for Memorial Flowers ways: 
 

1. Phone the Church Office (705-472-7680) by Friday, December 
12th to arrange your memorial contribution.   

 

2. By using the order forms to be found in Sunday bulletins (Nov. 16, 30 & Dec 7th - the last 
Sunday  to place an order using the order form).  
 A list  of those being remembered will be inserted in the bulletin on Christmas Eve.  

Any donations received over and above the cost of the plants will be put toward Memorial 
Projects. 
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SAVE THE DATE - Saturday, December 6th  
 10 a.m. until noon  

St. Andrew’s United Church Kids Only Bazaar ! 
 

The St. Andrew’s Kids Only Bazaar, held the First Saturday in December,  is an opportunity for children 
of  all ages to do their Christmas shopping for family and friends. The bazaar has been a tradition at St. 
Andrews for almost forty years, and is open to children all over North Bay and the surrounding area.  

 

 VOLUNTEERS and DONATIONS NEEDED!! 
new or gently used items for children  to purchase for their loved ones of all ages! 

infant toys, books, other misc. items for all ages!, wrapping paper, bows, scotch tape and tags 
 VOLUNTEERS also needed to help children shop or to wrap gifts. 

Contact Patricia Kirton-Bailey at 705-493-4035.     

  

 

 

 

The Rapport Singers present their Christmas concert 

"Follow Your Star" at Powassan United Church on Satur-

day Nov. 29th at  2pm, and at Trinity United Church on 

Sunday. Nov. 30th, at 1:30 pm. Tickets $20 at the door, or 

from Rapport choir members (Derek Stott, Karen Gooch, 

or Sheila O’Brien) 

Members of St. Andrew’s  are reminded 
about the Stewardship letter that was 
 recently mailed. There is still time to  
respond to this important campaign, and 
a generous donor is still willing to match 
your contribution.   

Click **here** to read the letter from 
John and Wanda Wallace.  

https://standrews-northbay.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Wallace-Letter.pdf

