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Sunday,  November 16, 2025 
Minister: Reverend Caitlin Smithers 

 

 THIS SUNDAY -  November 9, 2025 

  

  

SAVE THE DATE - Saturday, December 6th    
St. Andrew’s United Church Kids Only Bazaar ! 

 

The St. Andrew’s Kids Only Bazaar, held the First Saturday in December,  is an opportunity for 
children of  all ages to do their Christmas shopping for family and friends. The bazaar has been 
a tradition at St. Andrews for almost forty years, and is open to children all over North Bay and 

the surrounding area.  
 

DONATIONS WANTED!! 
new or gently used items for children  to purchase for their loved ones of all ages! 

infant toys, books, other misc. items for all ages!, wrapping paper, bows, scotch tape and tags 
 VOLUNTEERS also needed to help children shop or to wrap gifts. 

Contact Patricia Kirton-Bailey at 705-493-4035.     

Next SUNDAY -  November 23, 2025 
5th Sunday Worship - Reign of Christ   
Emmanuel United Church -11:00 am 

 

Friends, as congregations of the United Church, 
we will gather together at Emmanuel United   
for our shared 5th Sunday Worship Service. 
 

This special service is an opportunity for all the 
United Churches in North Bay to worship as one 
community of faith — to celebrate Christ’s reign 
of peace, justice, and love, and to give thanks 
for 100 years of  witness in ministry together. 
 

While we often share a luncheon following our 
5th Sunday services, this time we’ll be offering 
coffee and desserts instead, as the service falls 
between two of Emmanuel’s major fundraisers. 
We hope you’ll stay to enjoy a warm cup, good 
company, and conversation after worship. 
 

Worship begins at 11:00 a.m. Parking is availa-
ble in the old Watersedge parking 
lot next to the church. Join us as 
we come together with gratitude 
for what has been, honesty about 
what is, and hope for what may 
yet be. 
(St. Andrew’s will be closed this Sunday) 

Hosting a Potluck in Heaven 

If Heaven is an endless potluck, I can imagine 
tables stretching beyond sight — laden with 
dishes from every culture and generation, 
each one offered with love.  
 

I’d bring my grandmother’s bread, kneaded 
with patience and memory, and I’d hope to 
taste the sweetness of someone else’s joy. 
 

What would you bring to share? A favourite 
food, a cherished story, a song of hope? 
 

At that feast, eve-
ryone’s invited, 
no is left out, and 
every flavour tells 
a story of God’s 
abundance!" 
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OUR CHURCH OFFICE   
 

 REVISED OFFICE HOURS (Effective Tuesday, November 11) 
   

 Office Hours  Tuesday & Thursday 12:30 pm - 4:30 p.m.   

Wednesday & Friday  10:30am-2:30pm  
Pastoral Care  

 

 For pastoral care emergencies,  please call 705-498-5943 to reach the 
Minister or email: standrewschurch@cogeco.net and your message will be forwarded to 

Minister’s Office Hours  
Minister: Reverend Caitlin Smithers  
Caitlin’s weekly office hours are 9 am to 3 pm  
Wednesday and Thursday.  
 

If you wish to call or email to set up a meeting with  Caitlin,  
please call her work phone 705-498-5943,  
email : csmithers_standrews@cogeco.net,  
or leave a message at the Church Office (705 472-7680).  
Regular drop-in hours are on Wednesdays, from 10 am to 12 pm. 
(Please ring the bell at the McIntyre Street door)  

St. Andrew’s Prayer Corner  
The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.  (Psalm 145:18)  

For this week we ask that you keep the following people in your prayers:  

The family of Brian Nelles  

The family of Cindy Brownlee  

 Joyce MacQueen  Carole Sawyer      

                      Ken Dech          Don Vaillancourt       

  St. Andrew’s United Church WELCOMES YOU !  
 

We are an Affirming Ministry of The United Church of Canada and are committed  
to building a welcoming and inclusive community.  The congregation has also done  
the training to be a “Blue Umbrella” organization so it is a dementia-friendly place.   
 

There is an elevator, a wheelchair ramp at the Algonquin entrance, and a  
handicapped-friendly washroom in the Narthex.  Assistance is also available for  
the hearing-impaired. If  you would like information, please give us a call during office 
hours and someone will be pleased to chat with you.  705 472-7680.     

mailto:csmithers_standrews@cogeco.net
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On Remembrance Sunday (November 9th) we were 
honoured to have two members of Branch 23 of the 
Royal Canadian Legion with us.  Jim Thompson 
(shown above) spoke about how the Legion  sup-
ports veterans in our area. Bernie Saari, Jim’s Le-
gion comrade, also attended. 

What an amazing What an amazing night filled with creativity, great con-
versations, and meaningful connections! When the weather shifted, they 
jumped right in and helped us seamlessly pivot indoors. We welcomed 
roughly 100 kiddos throughout the event and even had some treats left 
over for those who couldn’t make it. We’re so grateful for your support!  A 
huge thank-you to St. Andrew’s, Trinity Church, and Cheese & Stuffs for 
donating candy and helping make our very first Trunk-or-Treat a success!  

TRUNK OR TREAT Halloween Event at OutLoud -  No Tricks - Just Treats! 
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ST. BRIGID 

Saint Brigid is one of Ireland's three  patron 
saints, an abbess credited with founding the Ab-
bey of Kildare around 480 CE. She is the patron-
ess of learning, poetry, protection, and black-
smithing, and her legacy is intertwined with the 
Celtic goddess Brigid, a deity of fire and poetry.  
 
 

A  HEAVENLY “POT LUCK” PARTY 
At this Sunday’s service, we will hear about St. 
Brigid’s plans to have a party in heaven … who 
she would  invite, what food and drink they 
would have, and what kind of heavenly  merri-
ment they would  make! 
 

Featured will be an original choir piece by 
our own  Ralph Johnston! 
 

I’d like to throw a party, 
And all of you would come! 

My doors I’d throw wide open and 
Greet you every one!  

FESTIVE FANCIES 
• Available after church on December 7th 

• Available by PRE-ORDER ONLY! 

• 5 dozen pre-packaged Christmas Cookies 

• Cost - $45 

Please contact Liz Brownlee 
(705-476-8031 

 

Last day to order is  
Sunday, November 30th! 
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You can also contact the Church Office  for more information  
about purchasing Orchard’s cards 

 

 

 

AN INVITATION FROM 
Rev. Diane Matheson-Jimenez 

(the following letter is addressed to the  
congregation of St. Andrew’s) 

Autumn greetings, Modern Day Saints of St. Andrew’s 
United Church! 

Blessed are you, beloved children of God, who share 
your time, talent, and treasure with this United 
Church of ours! The offerings you bring of participa-
tion in worship, singing the Good News of resurrec-
tion, volunteering on committees, rolling up your 
sleeves to do what needs to be done is a gift – both to 
St. Andrew’s and to the wider community of North 
Bay. The ways you give of yourself reflects the Christ 
light in each of you, and I give God thanks for you! 

St. Andrew’s United Church Council has been working 
hard over the last year: learning and praying together, 
diving into Scripture, and developing the necessary 
skills to guide you on a journey of discovering who you 
are as a worshipping community and how you are be-
ing led by the Holy Spirit to be in relationship with 
each other and your neighbours – the ones who live 
down the street, and the ones who live in other time 
zones, speak other languages, and worship in very 
different ways.  

Your Council cares about engaging you all in this criti-
cal process. They invite and welcome your wisdom as 

you make the road forward together.  

To that end, I am writing to invite you to a lunch and 
learn – or second hour forum – Sunday November 30th 
at 11:45 am to learn about strategic planning and 
begin to discern where God is calling St. Andrew’s 
United Church at this time. Our session will take place 
in the Parlor, where a light lunch will be provided for 
those who wish to participate. If you prefer to move 
from worship into a social time, rather than take part 
in the lunch and learn, you are invited to gather for 
informal conversation in the Chapel.  

The Church Council knows that you are wise and 
thoughtful, profoundly faithful, creative, and that you 
care deeply for St. Andrew’s United Church. They pray 
you will share your hopes and visions both at the 
lunch and learn November 30th and in the months 
ahead.  
I am privileged to have been invited to walk alongside 
you as you dream tomorrow’s Church into being! 

I look forward to seeing you November 30th at 11:45 
am in the Parlour! 

Blessings in the name of Jesus, our teacher and our 

friend, 

 



 

TOGETHER- St. Andrew’s United Church, North Bay , ON                          November 16, 2025                                                        Page  7 

  

 Christmas Memorial Flowers 

Poinsettias will be purchased to be placed in 
the sanctuary during the Christmas Season in 

memory of special persons. 
 

If you wish to make a donation to help cover the 
cost, a minimum of $20 is suggested. 
 

Please make your cheque payable to: 

 St. Andrew’s Memorial Flower Fund 
 

You can arrange for Memorial Flowers ways: 
 

1. Phone the Church Office (705-472-7680) 

by Friday, December 5th to arrange your memorial 

contribution.   
 

2. By using the order forms to be found in Sunday 
bulletins (Nov. 16, 30 & Dec 7th - the last date to 
place an order)   
 

A list with the names of those being remembered 

will be inserted in the bulletin on Christmas Eve. 

 

Any donations received over and above the cost of 
the plants will be put toward Memorial Projects. 
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 Members of St. Andrew’s should have received a  letter in the  

regular mail from Wanda Wallace as part of this fall’s  

Stewardship Campaign.   Please be reminded that the 

 invitation to fill out a pledge form still stands. Your considera-

tion is most sincerely appreciated. You are also asked to  

consider a “one-time” donation which will be matched (thanks 

to an anonymous donor)!  


