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TOGETHER 

 
a weekly newsletter for members  

and friends of the St. Andrews faith community  

  
This Sunday in Worship 

Sunday, January 9th 
Baptism of Jesus 

 
 

“Intentional  
Beginnings” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The second Sunday in the Season after Epiphany takes 
us to the story of the Baptism of Jesus. No longer a 
baby in a manger, Jesus seeks to understand his  
identity as a child of God.  Exploring our identity as 
children of God is a life-long discovery.  The beginning 
of the New Year provides us an opportunity to reflect 
on our commitment to that journey.  John Wesley, one 
of our forefathers in faith, had his congregations make 
a New Year covenant with God each year.  Our worship 
service today will include covenanting inspired by that 
tradition.  This is a wonderful time to take an  
intentional step towards a new beginning for each of 
us and for us together as a community of faith. 
 

 

 
Next Sunday in Worship 

Sunday, January 16th  

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
 

In the Gospel of John the first miracle that Jesus ever 
performs is turning the water into wine at the wedding 
in Cana.  Have  you ever wondered what memories the 
couple had of their wedding wine?  Have you ever 
speculated what prompted Jesus’ mother Mary to  
persuade her son it was time to show his stuff?  In a  
reflection called, “Memories of New Wine” Lillian will 
invite us into the layers of this wonderful story and 
how, in John’s writing, it points to a ministry of “signs 
and wonders”. 
 
 

St. Andrew’s Welcomes You !  
St. Andrew’s strives to create a welcoming home for all those seeking to  
explore their connection with God, spirituality and Christian community.  
Thank you for joining us this week, whether you have joined the community  
In-person for worship, or are connecting through the YouTube channel and 
online newsletter.  
 

If you have questions about St. Andrew’s our serving supply minister, Rev. Lillian Roberts would be happy to 
have a conversation.  Call her at the Church during office hours.   

 

Sunday, January 9, 2022 

Back to Online Worship only!  Jan 9, 16, 23 
Out of care and caution, the Worship Team met and has decided  
to suspend in-person worship during the 21 days when other  
provincial restrictions are in place.  Worship for January 9, 16 and 23 
will be online only.  You can access the services through the  
St. Andrew’s YouTube Channel  St. Andrew's - North Bay - YouTube  

 

 

Wednesday Worship at Noon will also be suspended for the month of  
January and will resume the first Wednesday of  February. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5jasWOm3lMZRpDVSdRjLpg
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 Loaves & Fishes Outreach Ministry 
 

Support from the 
McIsaac Foundation  
The MacIsaac Foundation  
has been supporting the 
Loaves & Fishes foodbank for decades.  Again in  
December the program received another $20,000  
donation to ensure this needed outreach continues  
to help the vulnerable in our city.   
Thank you to the Foundation! 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Have you thought about volunteering somewhere 
that makes a difference?  Loaves & Fishes has a 
wonderful opportunity for you!...  
We are looking for volunteers to help out on 
Thursday mornings.  
If you are interested, please contact Peter Haddow, 
the Food Bank Coordinator, at  
loavesandfishes@standrews-northbay.ca  

In the days before Christmas there were a  number of 
lovely messages received from friends of the  
congregation expressing their best wishes and often  
gratitude. 

 
Rev. Jane Howe and  
Rev. Elizabeth Fraser sent 
a card wishing the  
congregation well and 
sharing some of the 
blessings of the past year 
through their Christmas 
letter. 

Each individual staff member and volunteer received  
wonderful Christmas Thank You cards from church 
members for all of the work they do  to keep the 
church going. 

Sharing Christmas Greetings extended to St. Andrew’s 

Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, January 16, 2022   

11:30 – 12:45 

 

 

With the restrictions 
on gathering limited to 

5 people there can be no in-person meeting.  
Therefore the Transition Team has decided to 
hold the meeting via Zoom.   
You can join by using this link 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88351989755?
pwd=OHVEeHMzdTZJdmR3MTlkaTY2QnQvZz09 
Meeting ID: 883 5198 9755   Passcode: 395004 
This is an important opportunity to participate in 
shaping the future directions of St. Andrew’s. 
Agenda Items will include: 
 
1. Conversation about future directions for ministry 
at St. Andrew’s . Come with your ideas about how to 
best position St. Andrew’s for vibrant ministry into the 
future. The Transition Team has some options to share 
that hopefully will spark creative thinking. 
 

2. Election of the Living Faith Story-Profile Committee 
(Phase 1 in the pastoral relations process)    
The Regional Council has approved the request of  
St. Andrew’s to begin the pastoral relations process by 
preparing the foundation work for defining its ministry 
needs.  This work includes preparing a Living Faith 
Story; a demographics profile; a financial viability  
profile; ministry leadership profile (job description); 
property profile.  The profiles are then presented to 
the congregation for approval.  The committee is  
generally 5-7 persons who represent the breadth of 
the congregation.  The Regional Council has appointed 
Karen Brophey as the Liaison to work with the  
committee.  Karen is also currently serving as the  
Regional Council representative on the Transition 
Team.  The Regional Council is also recommending 
that the Living Faith Story-Profile Committee be a 
newly elected team, with different people from those 
who served on the last similar committee in 2019-
2020.  Nominations and/or volunteers should forward 
their names to the Nominations Committee through 
one of its members, Beth Ward, Garth Goodhew, 
Wanda Wallace, Bruce Downey. 
 
3. Governance— Does Church Council need to be its 
current size and configuration? 

New Year and Database Updates 
 

 

A new calendar year means it 
is also time for a new year in 
our church database program.  
During the pandemic, the  
office has not always received 
updates from our households 

about changes in addresses or phone numbers.   
In order to ensure that we have the most  accurate 
information, please remember to keep the Church  
Office updated to changes in your contact  
information—mailing address, phone number and 
email address. 
 

Call or email Janet Ross 
standrewschurch@cogeco.net  

705-472-7680 
 

 

Bob and Frankie Syme 
thanked the staff and 
volunteers of  St. Andrew’s  
for all they do to keep the 
spirit of our church alive  
and well in people’s hearts. 

mailto:loavesandfishes@standrews-northbay.ca
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88351989755?pwd=OHVEeHMzdTZJdmR3MTlkaTY2QnQvZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88351989755?pwd=OHVEeHMzdTZJdmR3MTlkaTY2QnQvZz09
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Annual Report Time! 
Time to start thinking about 
the  Annual Meeting and the 
Annual  Report.  If you are one 
of the folks that   
submits a report for  
inclusion in the Annual  
Report please give it some 
thought.  The submission date 
will be around  mid-February. 

 Next meeting… 

The Church Council next meets on Tuesday, January 18th through Zoom.  If you wish to join the 
meeting as an observer, please contact the Council Secretary (Karen Gooch)   
councilsecretary_standrews@cogeco.net   

ST. ANDREW’S  MISSION  STATEMENT  

 St. Andrew’s is an inclusive and affirming 
Christian community of faith worshiping 
God and serving others. Inspired by Holy 
Scripture and guided by tradition, reason, 
and experience, we share the ministry of 
Jesus Christ by nurturing spiritual growth, 
caring for creation, and being with those 

Canadian Shield Regional Council Prayer List 

The Season of Epiphany runs from Epiphany Day on January 6th to the 
beginning of Lent to Transfiguration Sunday on February 27th.  The 
Gospel lessons take us on a journey from the Baptism of Jesus, through 
his early ministry and calling of the disciples to his Transfiguration on 
the final Sunday before Lent.  This is a season of discovering the Light 
of the manifestation of Christ.     
 

 

 

Sunday, January 16th - 3rd Sunday after Epiphany Memories of New Wine 
The lectionary texts include the first miracle of Jesus at the Wedding in Cana.   

Sunday , January 23rd—4th Sunday after Epiphany “ We are all in this together”  
Jesus begins his ministry with reading words of from the Prophet Isaiah in the synagogue.  "The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to pro-
claim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord's favor."   
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is also celebrated on this Sunday. 

Sunday, January 30th—5th Sunday after Epiphany “When we want to run each other out of town”  
Not everyone in the synagogue is thrilled with Jesus.  The Gospel Lesson follows on the reading from the 
previous week and has Jesus being run out of town.  We don’t always see things the same way! 

Sunday, February 6th—6th Sunday after Epiphany 
Jesus calls fishermen as the first disciples Simon Peter and John and James the sons of Zebedee. 
 

Wednesday Worship happens each Wednesday at noon in the chapel starting the first  
Wednesday in February 2022.   

Please note that in-person worship is suspended for January 9, 16 and 23.  The plan is to resume in-person 

worship for January 30th but it is always subject to changes in the on-going pandemic situation.  Changes 

will be broadcast to the congregation through email notification. 

WANTED carpet 
cleaner 
 

St. Andrew’s has a number of 
rooms with  carpets that 
need to be cleaned regu-
larly. Our Custodians try 
hard to keep them  
spot-free, but they 
would really like to be 
able to use an 
upright “steam 
cleaner” (e.g. by 
Bissell or Hoover)  In order to 
shampoo the rugs properly. If 
you know of any rug-cleaning  
machine that is looking for a 
new home, please  contact 

OACAO BROCHURES ARE 
AVAILABLE TO TAKE 
FROM THE UPSTAIRS 

HALL TABLE 

If you are in the Church and interested in this 
Giving 
Opportunity,  
please  take one 
of the phone 
number slips off 
of the poster in 
the McIntyre 
Street Door 
Cabinet,   
or call  
705 472-0910 
 
—Thank You! 

January 2, 2022 St. John’s UC—Levack 
                               St. Andrew’s UC—Schreiber 

January 9, 2022 Echo Bay UC—Echo Bay 
   Trinity Manitoulin UC—Mindemoya 
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The Good Samaritan Corner 
 

Transition Word for the Week – January 9 2022 
 

The beginning of a New Year invites us to dream of the future, even as we  
reflect on the past. The month of January was named after Janus the Roman 
god who had two faces – one looking backward and the other looking  
forward.  As St. Andrew’s enters 2022, we look back on the year we are  
closing and how the congregation managed the challenges, embraced  
working toward the transition goals and pivoted as pandemic restrictions and 
health concerns evolved.  And we look ahead to the emerging year; knowing 
there will be challenges, conscious that realizing the transition goals will  
require work, and also preparing for the future ministry of this community of 
faith and a search for ministry leadership. 
The work of transition has been characterized by taking some steps forward 
only to discover that there continues to be things that pull the congregation 
back into a place of anxiety and uncertainty. While the pandemic times in 

which we find ourselves makes it more difficult to engage in healing and visioning conversations, the  
pandemic is not the only factor that keeps our faith community from moving forward.   Who are we?  
What do we value as a community of faith? What is God calling us to do?  What is our shared vision of 
ministry?  These are foundational questions to shaping the future path for St. Andrew’s.  The answers will 
shape the Living Faith Story of the congregation and in turn, will form the basis for developing a ministry 
profile and job description.   
Like Janus’s two faces, we look back on the year we are closing and how we handled it through a mixture 
of good and bad; and we look ahead to another year and how we might do it better by changing a few 
things.  We cannot change the year that has been, but we can learn from it.  Some of those learnings are 
about things that St. Andrew’s has done well: gathering in worship, be it in person or online, and sharing 
the gifts of many to celebrate God’s presence; ensuring that Loaves & Fishes continues to serve the  
community; providing meeting space for community groups and working with them to accommodate 
their particular needs during pandemic considerations.  Some of those learnings are about things that  
St. Andrew’s struggles to do well: talking about differences in perspectives in a way that builds bridges 
across broken relationships; engaging and supporting leadership; and discovering a  common purpose 
that energizes the community.  As St. Andrew’s looks ahead to 2022, may all of us have eyes to see God’s 

possibilities for the future and to find ways of working together to embrace their promise. 

 

There is no doubt about it, winter is here. The homeless are desperate no matter the season, however, cold 
temperatures can be especially difficult.  Here is what you can do if you see someone that is homeless in the cold: 

1) Save a life - call 911 
2) Buy something hot to eat or drink 
3) Make a handout care package – fruit, granola bars, pre-packaged cookies, pre-packaged cheese and crackers, 
packaged chocolates, warm socks and gloves, gift cards to a local grocery store, lip balm, a handwritten note with a 
message of kindness 
4) Donate to a charity that supports the homeless such as Low Income People Involvement of Nipissing  https://
lipinipissing.com/ 
 

For more information visit https://www.fredvictor.org/2019/11/11/lets-help-homeless-this-winter/ 
 

Did you know that the results are in from the Nipissing Counts 2021?  The highlights of the report’s results include: 
- 300 individuals counted – a small (3% or 7 individuals) increase in the overall homeless population in the Nipissing District from 2020 
- 213 agreed to complete the survey 
- 169 (79.34%) of the 213 surveyed consented to have their information added to the District’s first By-Name List 
- 46% of the 213 surveyed are chronically homeless 
- 47% of the 213 surveyed experienced homelessness for the first time before the age of 25 
- 42% of the 213 surveyed identified as having Indigenous ancestry 
- 75% of the 213 surveyed were single adults 
- 61% of the 213 surveyed are recipients of social assistance (OW, ODSP) 
- 3% of the 213 surveyed identified as students – a new demographic criteria added to this year’s survey 
- 15% of the 213 surveyed indicated their most recent housing loss was related to the pandemic 
For more information about the Compassionate Committee for the Homeless in North Bay visit https://www.facebook.com/
compassionatecommitteeofnorthbay/ 
or contact Leah Pierce at 705-472-5687 or at pn.thebay@gmail.com 
 
Please consider providing help to the homeless in the cold weather. Here ‘s how you can make a difference: 
 

1) Donate winter clothing – winter coats, heavier jackets, boots, hats and gloves to Rebuilt Resources at 1356 Regina St. 
 

2) Contact Emergency Homeless Services – can save a life.  Hypothermia is a genuine concern for those on the streets.  
Contact the 24-hours crisis line at 705-474-1031. 
 

3)  Volunteer your time – you can make a big difference. To volunteer, consider The Gathering Place, the North Bay Food 
Bank, or our very own Compassionate Committee for the Homeless in North Bay! 
 

Do you know the top 5 reasons for homelessness in the Nipissing District? #1 – reasons not indicated on survey, 
#2 – conflict with spouse/partner; #3 – substance abuse; #4 – incarceration; #5 – not enough income 

The North Bay Food Bank – 1016 Fisher Street, 705-495-3290 
 
Homeless kit items needed:  
juice – tetra boxes; bread; peanut butter; small boxes of cereal; crackers; granola bars; canned items that can be easily 
opened (pop top lid meat, pasta, fruit and soups); nuts, dried fruits 

Do you know the top 5 barriers to housing (2021 Nipissing Counts):  
#1 – low income; #2 – rent is too high; #3 – rental units are not available; #4 – substance use; #5 – addiction 

https://lipinipissing.com/
https://lipinipissing.com/
https://www.fredvictor.org/2019/11/11/lets-help-homeless-this-winter/
https://www.facebook.com/compassionatecommitteeofnorthbay/
https://www.facebook.com/compassionatecommitteeofnorthbay/
mailto:pn.thebay@gmail.com

