Sunday, November 28, 2021
Welcome to St. Andrew’s !
We are blessed by those who join us both for in-person worship and those who join through our
Youtube service later in the day or during the week. May your worship with the faith community of St.
Andrew’s be a special time of knowing God’s gifts in your life. We hope that you will find a home with
our congregation and that you will find blessing in our community. Our Transitional Minister, Lillian, is
happy to chat with folks about our community of faith, so feel free to call her during church office

Next Sunday in Worship
Sunday, December 5thth

This Sunday in Worship
Sunday, November 28th
Advent 1 - Holy Communion
We begin a new church year as we
mark the first Sunday in Advent. The
sanctuary will look different as festive
décor begins to appear. The lighting
of the first Advent candle, the candle
of hope will launch us into this season of watching and waiting for the
wondrous birth of Bethlehem. We
will even have a gift to unwrap each
Sunday of Advent as a way of inviting us to discover more
about the symbols and lessons of the season. As we enter
this time of preparing ourselves for the birth of Christ, we
will share the gift of God’s grace through holy communion.
Those watching our YouTube worship will need to remember to have bread and drink with them to share in the liturgy. In Rev. Lillian’s reflection for Advent 1, she will explore why holding
the season of Advent as a time of
waiting and preparing makes the gift
of Christmas all the more precious,
despite our complaining about Advent hymns and saying, “I just want
Christmas!”

Advent 2– Peace
“Wilderness Moments on the Way to Christmas”

On the second Sunday of Advent we will light the Peace candle, inviting us to reflect on the gift of peace in our own
lives, in our faith community and in the world. The readings
speak of the messenger who comes to prepare the way in
the wilderness and to make ready for the Promised Prince
of Peace.
The reflection titled, “Wilderness Moments on the Way to
Christmas” will recognize that particularly as we celebrate a
second pandemic Christmas that we experience times of
personal wilderness. The wilderness comes to us in many
forms. It may be navigating complicated family situations,
disappointment, grief, economic challenges, the desire to
have the “perfect” Christmas. The voice of God’s messenger in the wilderness (John the Baptist) is really a whisper of
the promise of peace – the roads and landscape can lead to
Peace on Earth and Peace in our Hearts.

NEW APPROACH— COVID PROTOCOL AND WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
There will be a revised COVID protocol for those who
wish to attend worship beginning November 28,
2021. This is the first Sunday of Advent and the day
we have a gathering to talk about transition ministry
after church, as well as the Advent Adventure for children and youth.

STARTING

You will need to show your
vaccination passport and a
piece of identification as
you enter the building. This
will be required each time
you attend worship. A phone
call to the Public Health Unit

has found that it is not in keeping with privacy of information regulations to maintain a roll of those who
have shown their passports and to use that from week
to week. So please be patient, as those working the
door meet the public health guidelines and ask for
your passport and identification (even though they
know you).

Children under 12 can attend with a parent/
guardian who has a vaccination passport.

FOR COMPLETE DETAILS
PLEASE SEE PAGE FIVE

Wednesday Worship @ Noon
You are invited to join us this coming Wednesday (Dec. 1st) at 12 noon. These
are informal worship times shared in a circle in the chapel (as long as there is
enough space for distancing). It is time to share connection with others and
with God. Unfortunately we are not able at this time to gather to share lunch
together after.
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THIS SUNDAY !
Congregational Gathering
Sunday, November 28th @11:30 am
The Transition Team is hosting the first “in-person” congregational
meeting following worship on Sunday, November 28th. The logistics
are that we will meet in the sanctuary immediately following the worship service. Those who would like to attend the meeting but don’t
plan to be at worship will find the Algonquin door open at 11:30 am
and they will be able to enter the sanctuary maintaining the social distancing requirements. Masks will be required.
The meeting will be one hour, and there will be careful attention to maintaining that timeframe.
As St. Andrew’s looks to the future a common understanding of what it means to be an Affirming Ministry
is important to building a shared vision. The Transition Team invites you to be part of walking together as
St. Andrew’s learns to talk with one another about Affirming Ministry and how it is lived.

Outline of Meeting Process
Introduction by the Transition Team
• Conversation One
St. Andrew’s Affirming & Inclusion Statement (May 2013) - what it is, how it came to be
Small Group Discussion (this will require some logistical organization depending of numbers of people
attending, please be patient)
 Question: What are the challenges for St. Andrew’s to live this statement today?
Sharing insights in plenary
• Conversation Two
Affirm United designation direction
what is it, how does it influence St. Andrew’s understanding of Affirming ministry?
 Question: What are the challenges for St. Andrew’s to live this statement today?
Sharing insights in plenary

Concluding: Where are the opportunities for common ground as
we talk about the challenges?
Christmas is a season of giving. We moved to give because we are grateful for
what we have received, the Christ Child who shows us the power of love to
shape our world as a reflection of God’s love for all. Many make gifts to organizations that reflect compassion and justice for others, especially those marginalized and in need. St. Andrew’s encourages you to think about these avenues of
giving as you make your decisions about how to celebrate and share in this
season of giving.

White Gift Sunday – December 12th
This year White Gifts will be directed to the Crisis Centre of North Bay and the Loaves & Fishes Outreach of St.
Andrew’s. There will be White Gift envelopes available in the bulletin on December 5 th and mailed in the
Christmas newsletter, but you can use any envelope and donate on December 12th in worship, or mail to the
Church Office.
Crisis Centre North Bay is a registered charity that meets the immediate needs of persons in crisis by providing
them with temporary room and board, , and to provide care, rehabilitation and other necessary services
through inter-relationship with the staff while in temporary residence and to provide assistance to such persons
in re-establishing themselves in the community." The Crisis Centre names their donations needs as being:
• Personal hygiene products: soap, shampoo, hairbrush, combs, deodorant, tampons,
sanitary napkins, razors.
• Grocery gift cards to assist with special diets or start up of new living arrangement.
• Single trip bus passes (purchased through city hall)
• Taxi cab gift cards
• Walmart gift cards
• New socks, underwear and pajamas of all sizes
• Umbrellas, alarm clocks, batteries, journals, pens
• Non-expired, non-perishable food items.
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TRANSITION WORD OF THE WEEK
Sunday, November 28, 2021
Rev. Lillian Roberts
As a community of faith, we enter the season of Advent preparing together for the birth of Christ. We do
liturgical things together that remind us that we need
to get ready for the change a new baby will make in
our lives. Each week we light a candle, we share communion together, we sing and pray together, we read
the stories about how birth will happen. All of these
things help to bring us together in a shared experience
that anticipates, prepares and welcomes the changes
that the birth of Jesus ushers into the world. We celebrate together that life will never be the same.
Transition ministry
mirrors our Advent
experience. We
need to get ready
for the change that
a new path in ministry will make in our
lives. We are anticipating, preparing and welcoming the birth of new life
for this community of faith, St. Andrew’s. It is something we need to do together and we need to celebrate the dawning reality that life will never be the
same, but it can be all the richer because of the birth
of something new.

There is no birth without a time of pregnancy. Pregnancy for many women, runs the gamut from worry to
joy; from preparing with anticipation, to thinking the
waiting will never end; from dreaming of the future of
the child, to fear that the child may not survive to
birth. So too a community of faith’s experience of
transitional ministry. The community worries about
how things will unfold, and knows moments of surprising joy in coming to a new experience; it hopes and
anticipates it can prepare for a future that is filled with
life and at the same time chomps at the bit to just get
on with it; it dreams of a brighter tomorrow even as it
contemplates whether it can survive at all.

And what does the angel say to Mary? “Fear not, for
the Lord is with you.” Fear is no friend in the delivery
of a baby. And fear is no friend to a community of
faith trying to birth something new. Fear keeps us
from dreaming, from being creative, from seeing possibilities. So know this, God is with us and nothing is
impossible for God. What is God asking St. Andrew’s
to birth this Advent?

This week St. Andrew’s Loaves & Fishes program was blessed
by a generous gift from the Native People of Nipissing NonProfit Residential Development Corporation. It is touching
that the Indigenous community would reach out to partner
with St. Andrew’s in providing this service to the community. Brian Nelles, who chairs
the Board of the Development Corporation has
served as a volunteer of
Loaves & Fishes in the past.
Thank you to the Corporation for this gift of grace.

You are invited!
St. Andrew’s Advent Adventure for children & youth

Sunday, November 28th, 2021 - 10:30 am
St. Andrew’s United Church
You will be in worship for the first 10 minutes as we light the Advent
Candles and do a special Advent Activity. And then you will head off
to Advent Adventure downstairs.
There will be a craft and dressing up for pictures to be used in our annual Christmas pageant since Covid
means we still can’t put on a live performance together. To register have someone email Kim Delarosbel and
let her know you are coming! kdelarosbel@hotmail.com
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Sunday, November 28th

Advent 1 – Candle of Hope
Holy Communion

Wednesday, December 1st

Wednesday Noon Worship in the Chapel

Sunday, December 5th

Advent 2 – Candle of Peace

Wednesday, December 8th

Wednesday Noon Worship in the Chapel

th

Sunday, December 12

Advent 3 – Candle of Joy
Pageant & White Gift

Wednesday, December 15th

Wednesday Noon Worship in the Chapel

th

Sunday, December 19

Advent 4 – Candle of Love
Service of Lessons & Carols
Evening Service 7 pm
Lessons & Carols

Tuesday, December 21st

Evening Longest Night Service
shared service with Trinity @ Trinity also
available through Trinity Livestream

Friday, December 24th

Christmas Eve – 7 pm
worship for all ages including Holy Communion

Sunday, December 26th

Youtube worship available
A Northern Nativity

There will be no Wednesday worship Dec 22, 29 or Jan 5
Christmas Gift to the Mission and Service Fund
The mission of The United Church of Canada is supported and shaped through
the grants given to outreach ministries in Canada and around the world. Your
gifts to the Mission and Service makes that work possible. For those wishing to
make a White Gift to the Mission & Service Fund, simply mark your white gift envelope as being for M&S.
Loaves & Fishes provides a special “hamper” during the Christmas season with more than the usual weekly items. It is also lovely to include
new warm items like mitts, hats, scarves, socks. During the colder
weather, long underwear is something that is especially needed. Drop
items off at the church office or e-mail Peter Haddow at:
(loavesandfishes@standrews-northbay.ca).
Next week’s newsletter will carry a specific list of food items that will
enhance what the foodbank can offer to provide.

COOKIE WALK

SATURDAY, NOV. 27th at EMMANUUEL UNITED CHURCH
395 Lakeshore Drive (use William St. Entrance) 10 am until noon Cookies ($8/
doz) & squares ($10/doz)  can also be pre-ordered by the half-dozen for curbside
pickup 10 am until noon - leave message at 705-474-2116 to order

COOKIE SALE SATURDAY, NOV. 27th at TRINITY UNITED CHURCH (Sunday
School Hall) Corner of McIntyre & Ferguson 9:30 am - 11:30 am
Pre-packaged cookies only  Cash only all proceeds towards church maintenance
and general expenses
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Festive Fancies
• available after church Sunday, Dec. 12, 2021 by pre-order only.
• Prepackaged tin containing 5 dozen assorted fancies – $40.

Please contact Liz Brownlee (705-476-8031) by Monday, Dec. 8.
… baking spirits bright!

This will be required each time you attend worship. A
phone call to the Public Health Unit has found that it is
not in keeping with privacy of information regulations
to maintain a roll of those who have shown their passWhen the Ontario government opened up more venports and to use that from week to week. So please
ues to larger capacity, it also offered places of worship be patient, as those working the door meet the public
the option of moving away from restricted capacity
health guidelines and ask for your passport and ID
that maintained physical distancing of two meters to
(even though they know you).
requiring vaccination passports for attendance. The
Church Council met on November 16th and considered Children under 12 can attend with a parent/guardian
which option would best serve the congregation. The who has a vaccination passport.
Council has approved the move to requiring vaccinaMasking will be required.
tion passports for attendance at worship.
Distancing is encouraged when possible. If there is
This decision has been taken after the carefully consid- space in the sanctuary you are encouraged to keep
ering the needs of the congregation. The discussion
your family bubble together and to leave some space
included:
between groups of people. This just makes sense as
an added layer of safety.
• First and foremost the safety of those attending

New Approach to Covid Protocol
re Worship Attendance

worship
• The upcoming Advent-Christmas season and the
likelihood that more people would want to attend
worship, particularly on Christmas Eve

Movement in the sanctuary will still be minimized
and visiting in the aisles is discouraged.

St. Andrew’s will continue to record and offered worship through its YouTube channel, and to keep folks
• The need for increased support at the door so that up to date through the weekly online newsletter.
people can attend without too much delay in enThere is no longer a need to call the church office and
tering the building
make a reservation for Sunday worship, but do plan to
• Concern for those who may not be vaccinated and arrive in enough time to show your passport and be
seated by 10:30.
the congregation’s pastoral concern for them be
met as far as possible.
The Council hopes that this will provide an opportunity for more people to return to in-person worship
We want you to know what this means in terms of you
safely and comfortably. Of course, should health proattending worship beginning November 28, 2021, the
tocols change due to an increase in cases, this practice
first Sunday of Advent and the day we have a gatherwill be reviewed and updated.
ing to talk about transition ministry after church, as
well as the Advent Adventure for children and youth.
See you in worship!
You will need to show your vaccination passport and
a piece of identification as you enter the building.

The Good Samaritan Corner
The Compassionate Committee for the Homeless in North Bay recognize that the
homeless have urgent needs.

Providing help to the homeless in the cold weather
1) Donate winter clothing – winter coats, heavier jackets, boots, hats and gloves
to Rebuilt Resources at 1356 Regina St.
2) Contact Emergency Homeless Services – helping the homeless in the cold can
save a life. Hypothermia is a genuine concern for those on the streets. Contact
the 24-hours crisis line at 705-474-1031.
3) Volunteer your time – you can make a big difference in the life of a brother or
sister. If you are looking for ways to volunteer consider The Gathering Place, the
North Bay Food Bank, or our very own Compassionate Committee for the Homeless in North Bay!
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Welcome to Gifts with Vision for 2021-2022! Gifts that Make a Difference!
Gifts with Vision are an opportunity for you to make a difference in someone’s life—
during Advent and Christmas, or any time of year—from the comfort of home, with
no packaging or wrapping needed. The Gifts with Vision catalogue and website are
full of gifts that make a difference in people’s lives throughout Canada and across the
world. You may be searching for ways to help people whose lives are being significantly disrupted by COVID-19, both here in Canada and across the world. There are
several online Gifts this year that are directly related to challenges surrounding
COVID-19. In addition to being able to purchase vaccines for people in the Global
South and East, there are Gifts to help people who have lost work because of the
pandemic, as well as supporting our partners across the world who are dealing with
the effects of COVID-19 on their communities.
Each Gift with Vision provides support for specific Mission & Service partners for special projects. Without Mission & Service, Gifts with Vision projects would not be possible. Thank you for being part of both of these hope-inspiring activities. To view/download the catalog, visit: https://
giftswithvision.ca and click on “Downloads”.under “Other Links” at the bottom of the page. You can also request a hard
copy by mail.

To register: Go to the Manitou Intentional Learning Community website Manitou
Intentional Learning Community and click register under the event information or
contact Gillian at manitouintentionallearning@gmail.com
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