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I remember when our girls were little and we would make the 
eight hour drive from our home in the East end of Ottawa to 
visit grandma and grandpa on the family farm where I grew up 
in Matheson.  Inevitably, the question would come from the 
back seat, not long after the journey had begun, “Are we there 
yet?”   

  

I don’t know about you but I find myself lately asking that question more frequently than is likely 
helpful.  I 
can imagine the impatience of the Psalmist as he asks in Psalm 13, “How long, O Lord, how long?”.  I 
work on being a journey person, trying to live in the moment and take in the joy of travelling along 
the way, but at heart I confess I am a destination traveller.  I like to know when the journey will 
conclude and to feel I have arrived. 
  

At this moment the St. Andrew’s community is pushed (forced) to learn to be a journeying people.  
We can ask about the pandemic, “Are we at the end yet?” but there is no immediate response.  We 
can whine, how long, O God, how long, but there is no definite response. This pandemic is a journey 
and one day we will arrive in a post-pandemic time but not today.  So if we are wise, if we want to 
cope and find joy, we will embrace the journey and look for the surprising moments of grace along 
the way.   
  

The pandemic is the not the only journey we are travelling.  The community of St. Andrew’s is also 
on this transitional ministry journey.  I suspect some of you are asking, “Are we there yet?”  Have 
we reached the place where we can move on with ministry and searching of permanent new 
leadership?  Those working on the questions and strategies of transition ministry are likely asking, 
“How long, O Lord, how long?” until we have an emerging vision and we have a clear picture of our 
capacity to sustain ministry?  This too is a journey that seems to be lasting longer than we might 
wish.  This too pushes us to be journey people not just destination folk. 

  

As journey people we are encouraged to notice things along 
the way.  Transition ministry is not just about getting to the 
place where we can get on with our previous normal.  It is 
about noticing things that need to change and exploring new 
ways of approaching old systemic problems.  The journey is 

about being open to becoming a new creation. 
  

So what might we pay attention to along the way?  Relationship are central to who we are as a 
community of faith, our relationship with God and our relationships with one another.  In this 
pandemic time, there are challenges to staying connected.  You are encouraged to think about folks 
you have not seen or talked to in some time.  Is there a way you might reach out – a phone call, a 
note in the mail, social media, email?  This, I think is an important part of our community journey.  If 
we do not have a sense of being together as we travel towards the future, I wonder and worry 
about who will be left behind.  The temptation is to think we can wait until we get there to sustain 
our connections but that may prove to be more difficult that we anticipate if we do not attend to 
each other as we walk through this “are we there yet” time. 
  

As we begin a new program year still under the cloud of Covid-19, I encourage us to intentionally 
nurture being community.  The future of St. Andrew’s and the destination to which we hope to 
arrive will be shaped by our ability to be a loving, supportive faith community.  Even as we whisper, 
“how long, O God, how long?”, let us find ways of listening to one another and travelling together.  


