
August 2021 

An Invitation 

to a time of 

prayer and 

discernment 

During these summer days, the Transition 

Team invites the St. Andrew’s church 

community to continue the work of transition 

through prayer.  Each week you are invited to 

reflect on a short reading and to lift up in 

prayer a specific area of the life of the 

congregation. 

The practice of community prayer opens us to 

listening to God and being conscious that 

others to whom we are joined through our 

faith community are also making time to seek 

God’s wisdom and presence.  The practice is 

like the discipline of going for a walk every day, 

or maintaining our exercise program, it 

patterns intentional commitment to care of our 

soul.  During this time of transition we are 

called to care for our individual spiritual well-

being but also for the spiritual well-being of 

our community. 

Discerning in prayer questions St. Andrew’s is 
asking: 
• Gracious God, you call us to be a community 

of faith, where every part of the Body has a 

place of value and respect.  How can we 

deepen our relationship with You and with one 

another? 

 

• Ever Creating God, in this time of transition 

and change, what are the things we need to let 

go and what things do we need to begin? 

 

• O Christ, you call us as church to be your 

presence in the world.  Help me to hear your 

call.  Grant the wisdom to know the things to 

which you are calling to St. Andrew’s and how 

we are to witness in this community? 

 

 

August 8 -  Prayer is a part of 

community faith practice 

1 

Thessalonians 5:16-18   
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without 

ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

When we are facing change, sometimes our 

first instinct is to do something, to take action.  

For the next month, the action you are being 

asked to consider is the intentional practice of 

prayer for the congregation.  Prayer can be a 

way that we order life and open ourselves to an 

ongoing dialogue with God.  Making prayer a 

regular practice is a discipline, a spiritual 

practice and grounds our living in our 

relationship with God.  This can be 

transformative to how we see our individual 

lives and it can be transformative to the nature 

of being community.   

Holy God, in whom I live and move and 

have my being.  Help me to ground my 

living in knowing your presence.  I pray for 
my community of faith, St. Andrew’s and 

ask that we grow in listening to your 
presence with us, and to joining our hearts 

in a common prayer of trust in your leading.  

Amen 

 

 



August 15 – Ponder in our hearts 

Luke 2:9 –  But Mary treasured up all these 

things and pondered them in her heart. 

This verse talks about the attitude of Mary 

following the birth of Jesus, as she sought 

understanding for all that had happened and 

for the days that would unfold as his mother.  

Pondering can be an opening of the self to 

God’s unfolding plan.  Pondering is not the 

same as worrying, or stewing over a concern.  

Pondering is an act of discernment, seeking 

God’s leading and wisdom.  During this week in 

your prayers ponder what God is birthing in the 

community of St. Andrew’s. 

Spirit of life, open my heart to ponder and 

treasure the life you intend for our 

community of faith.  Help me to consider 
how I can nurture the things that you are 

birthing among us.  Amen 

 

August 22 – Healing relationships 

1 Corinthians 12 - 13 – Love 

Chapter 12 26 If one part suffers, every part 

suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part 

rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of 

Christ,  and each one of you is a part of it. And 

yet I will show you the most excellent way.  

Chapter 13 4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does 

not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It 

does not dishonor others, it is not self-

seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no  

 

record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in 

evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 

The letters to the Christians in Corinthians 

seem to respond a congregation in an 

unsettled time.  There is evidence that there are 

conflicts within the community that need 

healing.  These scripture are ones we often 

associate with the celebration of marriage, but 

they were originally written as a way forward 

for healing the community.   This week in 

prayer seek God’s leading in how the St. 

Andrew’s community might live a healing love. 

Healing Spirit, we pray for healing in our 

community of faith.  Move us to love as we 

have been loved.  Guide us to discover ways 
of loving one another into wholeness and 

well-being.  Begin with me, open me to see 
opportunities for reaching out in love.  

Amen 

 

August 29 –  Seeking Wisdom 

James 3:17  

But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy 

and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 

Wisdom is more than knowledge, it is a deep 

and authentic resonance with the path of 

faithfulness.  In this time of transition and 

seeking a path forward, we need to lean on a 

wisdom beyond our own.  We need to listen for 

and trust in God’s wisdom.  The well-known 

serenity prayer asks, “God, grant me 

the serenity to accept the things I cannot 

change, courage to change the things I can, 

and wisdom to know the difference.”  You are  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+3%3A17&version=ESV


invited to offer this prayer during the week, 

thinking about how change can transform our 

community. 

God, grant me the serenity to accept the 

things I cannot change, courage to change 
the things I can, and wisdom to know the 

difference.  Amen 

 

Sept 5 – God’s plan for a future 

Jeremiah 29:11  
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 

harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

Embracing the sometimes difficult and 

demanding work of change needs to be 

grounded in hope for the future.  There are 

many stories in the Old Testament when God’s 

people are faced with the need to re-imagine 

the ways they can be faithful community. Often 

those times, are times when they need to 

consider the call to live with compassion, 

justice and hope.  Their experience may feel 

like God has abandoned them, but always God 

is there is waiting for them to find their way 

back and to trust in the future that God has 

planned.  This week you are invited to pray and 

listen for God’s plan for hope and future. 

Ever-faithful God, help us to trust in your 
plans for St. Andrew’s.  Assure us that you 

are ever faithful, and that there is future to 
which we are called.  Through your Spirit, 

awaken a shared vision for the future that 

awaits embracing.  Amen 
 

 


