
Transition Word for the Week  -  Easter Sunday April 4, 2021 

Easter is about the promise of new life .  That 

makes Easter the perfect time to think about new 

life for the St. Andrew’s congregation.  Our 

transition goals invite us as a whole community of 

faith to look for ways of living resurrection with 

one another.  

Last week, I shared the five goals that the 

Transition Team and the Council have named as 

guiding this time in the ministry of St. Andrew’s.  I 

indicated that over the coming weeks, I would try to unpack in great depth the 

focus of each of the goals.  Goal 1, is about being community.  It comes from the 

observation that the St. Andrew’s family has been struggling with how to be a 

community, a family, that can deal with difference and be intentional in valuing all 

perspectives.  It also is born out of the challenge of these pandemic times when 

there are not the usual opportunities for people to connect, and many of the 

ways in which we reach out to offer pastoral care are not possible.  

Disconnection, conflict, misunderstanding undermine our spiritual health and our 

dream of being a community of hope.   

Goal 1 – to build ways of nurturing and strengthening 

a healthy community 

To provide means through which the congregation can 

experience a culture of healthy community, where there 

is openness, honesty, trust and an ability to 

communicate clearly and well. 

To attend to the nurturing of community even in a 

pandemic context by: 

1.  Creating online opportunities for people to connect; 

2.   supporting pastoral care connection through phone, Zoom, cards; 

3.   offering the opportunity for individuals to participate in a St. Andrew’s Virtual 

Bubble through which people take responsibility for 

keeping in touch with one another. 

This goal is about how we live together, and it will take 

all of us to think about how we interact and to 

intentionally and thoughtfully invest in doing it better.  

The Transition Team will be developing some specific 

opportunities for building community through 

technology and as health protocols allow in very small 



groups.  But achieving this goal begins with each person thinking about what it 

means for them. 

 


