
TOGETHER-Online                            St. Andrew’s United Church, North Bay , ON                      April 9,  2021                      Page  1 

 

  

Holy Humour Sunday is an old Easter custom 

begun by the Greeks in the early centuries of 

Christianity  It celebrates Jesus' resurrection on 

the Sunday after Easter, sometimes known as 

"Bright Sunday" .  It was observed by the faith-

ful as "days of joy and laughter" with parties 

and picnics to celebrate Jesus' resurrection. 

Churchgoers and pastors played practical jokes 

on each other, told jokes, sang, and danced. The 

custom was 

rooted in the 

musings of  

early church theologians (like Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa, and John 

Chrysostom) that God played a practical joke on the devil by raising 

Jesus from the dead. "Risus paschalis - the Easter laugh," the early  

theologians called it.  Join us for a light hearted celebration of our 

faith.  
  

The Reflection for Holy Humour is entitled,   “ Have you heard the 

one…”.  While that phrase is a lead in for many a funny tale, it is also 

the lead in for the greatest story ever told.  The story of the new life 

experienced following the resurrection of Christ.   

DUE TO CURRENT  PUBLIC HEALTH RESTRICTIONS 
ALL SUNDAY SERVICES WILL BE ONLINE UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

Videos of all services are posted on the St. Andrew’s YouTube Channel   
… available Saturday evening for viewing any time - night or day!  

 

▬▬▬   ONLINE   ▬▬▬ 

Friday, April 9, 2021 

St. Andrew’s is an inclusive and affirming Christian community of faith worshiping God and serving  
others. Inspired by Holy Scripture and guided by tradition, reason, and experience, we share the  

ministry of Jesus Christ by nurturing spiritual growth, caring for creation, and being with those in need. 

Sunday, April 11 (Online only- available on YouTube Saturday evening)  

Holy Humour Sunday  Rev. Lillian Roberts  - “Have you heard the one … ? ”  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5jasWOm3lMZRpDVSdRjLpg
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Next Sunday will focus on the celebra-

tion of Earth Day on April 22
nd

, and its 

2021 theme of “Restore Our Earth”.  

Some have suggested that being faith-

ful stewards of creation is one of the most urgent and critical acts of discipleship in our 

time.   The scripture reading will be Psalm 104, a beautiful celebration of ecological relation-

ships, diverse habitats, and ecological niches. Easter’s gift of new life bursts forth in creation 

and challenges us to think about how we cherish and sustain its beauty.  The reflection will 

challenge us to think about being Easter People in our relationship with Creation and to 

consider the call of “For the love creation: now is the moment” a program and call to action 

by 35 Canadian Churches who under-

stand that caring for the Earth and 

protecting it is both a moral and a 

spiritual imperative 

  

Sunday, April 18 (Online only- available on YouTube Saturday evening)  

 Rev. Lillian Roberts  - “Restore Our Earth ”  
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This is your opportunity to hear the story of the congregation through the year of the pandem-

ic: learn how online worship is happening; hear about the Belfry Project; get updates on transi-

tion ministry plans; and share in budget considerations.  This can be a time of reconnecting 

with the ministry of the congregation and with one another. 
 

As we move into a new “stay-at-home” order, it is a good thing that the annual meeting is being 

planned to take place through technology.  The congregation has held a number of congrega-

tional meetings during the pandemic via Zoom, so many of you will be familiar with the pro-

cess.  There will be a practice session on Sunday, April 25th @ 1 pm.  The link for that practice 

session will appear on the website beginning the week prior.  This will be time of refreshing 

your Zoom skills and learning about voting process and how to speak to motions.   
  

The Annual Report will be available online the week 

prior to the meeting and there will be printed copies 

that can be delivered to you if you call the church 

office and request it. 

The Zoom link and telephone information will be post-

ed in the online newsletter and webpage the week 

prior to the meeting. 
 

Plan to join us online and build connections with the 

ministry and the people of St. Andrew’s.  

 

 If you know of anyone who might  

appreciate receiving this weekly 

 TOGETHER-Online newsletter,   

they can view it (or subscribe to the 

 mailing list) by visiting 

  https://standrews-northbay.ca 

St. Andrew’s Needs You 
 to Participate! 

2020 Annual Meeting via Zoom  
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 

at  6:30 pm 

https://standrews-northbay.ca/together/
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Week of April 11, 2021 

This week, I continue to explore the Transition 

Goals that your Transition Team has identified 

with the support and approval of the Church 

Council.  The second goal has to do with ad-

ministrative process including financial report-

ing and oversight.  Within the church we talk 

about “administration” being the work of 

“adding to the ministry of others”.  At its best 

good administrative practice allows ministry to 

unfold within policies, practices and procedures 

that free up hours of crisis management be-

cause leaders are informed and plans are 

shared. 

 

Goal 2 – to put in place administrative pro-

cesses that are transparent and accessible, 

including collection and assessment of fi-

nancial viability 

 

To ensure there is administrative process in 

place for the oversight of the congregation 

and its financial life 

1. Plan for Belfry debt retirement 

2.  Assess financial patterns and sustainability 

3. Ensure administrative processes are known 

    and documented 

4. Plan for longer term stewardship  
 

There are many factors that have put a strain on 

financial planning in the life of the congrega-

tion.  Among these are: the pandemic and the 

shift in regular giving patterns and opportuni-

ties, along with restricted access to usual fund-

raising events; and the Belfry project which 

needed immediate attention and did not allow 

for pre-restoration fundraising.  The financial 

viability report done as part of the 2019 Vision-

ing process shows patterns of giving and can 

provide background information for planning 

for future stewardship efforts. The retirement of 

the long serving and experienced treasurer has 

also meant a learning curve for those oversee-

ing church finances.  All of this suggesting that 

this is a good time to take an intentional and 

detailed review of the congregation’s resources 

and their management as a tool for planning 

for the future. 

  

.  
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 The United Church of Canada is encourag-

ing its communities of faith to become part 

of this year’s For the Love of Creation’s 

faith-in-action campaign, running now 

through October 4, 2021 (the Feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi and the end of the Season 

of Creation). It also includes a public wit-

ness event on April 22, Earth Day.  
 

For the Love of Creation is a two-year-old coalition of 35 Canadian churches and faith-based 

organizations, including The United Church of Canada, working together under a unified ban-

ner to educate, reflect, act, and advocate for climate justice. 
 

As part of the faith-in-action campaign, people can commit to reduce their own personal 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions as well as build relationships and practise reconciliation. 

They will also be asked to write to federal cabinet ministers calling on the Government of 

Canada to 

• increase Canada’s national GHG emissions reduction target 
 

• invest in a just transition to a fair, inclusive, green economy 
 

• implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, including, but not 

limited to, the right of free, prior, and informed consent 
 

• commit equal support for climate change adaptation and mitigation measures in the 

Global South 
 

The Rev. Michael Blair, General Secretary, notes: “Addressing the climate crisis requires con-

certed coordinated action on several fronts. The For the Love of Creation faith-in-action cam-

paign, combined with its faithful climate conversations and theological reflection, presents 

an incredible opportunity for us all to act together. Now’s the moment.” 

Visit https://united-church.ca/news/love-creation-nows-moment  for more information and 

links to how you can participate! 

St. Andrew’s Needs You  to Participate! 
2020 Annual Meeting  

via Zoom  
 

Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 6:30 pm 

https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/advocacy/campaign/
https://fortheloveofcreation.ca/advocacy/campaign/
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/climate-change
https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/un-declaration-rights
https://united-church.ca/news/love-creation-nows-moment
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How You Can Help St. Andrew’s During this Special Time 
You can ensure that your community of faith can count on 
your support by giving monthly through Pre-Authorized 
Remittance (PAR).  You can become a monthly PAR member 
by downloading this form  and mailing it to St. Andrew’s. (399 
Cassells St., North Bay, ON P1B 3Z4). Complete PAR details can 

be found at: https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/give-
regularly . Thank you for considering this option if you are not already on PAR. 

The online worship service for  

Holy Humour Sunday  

 will be posted on the  

St. Andrew’s YouTube Channel   

  by Saturday evening (April 10) 

 OFFICE HOURS  ARE CURRENTLY 
 

9 a.m. until NOON 
 

Tuesday        Wednesday          Friday 
 

Phone: 705- 472-7680 
E-mail: standrewschurch@cogeco.net 

  

 TEMPORARY OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

PETER HADDOW 

Donations to St. Andrew’s  

can now be made via  

e-transfer using the e-mail address … 

donatetostandrews@cogeco.net 

HAS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGED? 

The St. Andrew’s Church Office is updating the existing congregational contact infor-

mation so that we don’t miss anyone - especially when a regular postal mailing is sent 

out. If you have recently changed your mailing address, e-mail address or telephone 

number, please check with the Church Office (office hours are posted below) to make 

sure that your contact information is correct.    

https://united-church.ca/sites/default/files/form_par-authorization.pdf
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/give-regularly
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/give-regularly
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5jasWOm3lMZRpDVSdRjLpg
mailto:donatetostandrews@cogeco.net

