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▬▬▬ ONLINE ▬▬▬

FRIDAY, February 19, 2021
UPCOMING SUNDAY ONLINE SERVICES (Recorded)
Videos posted on the St. Andrew’s YouTube Channel
… available Saturday evening for viewing any time - night or day

Sunday, February 14th
Living in the In-Between Rev. Lillian Roberts
On my first Sunday with St. Andrew’s we will begin
the season of Lent and our shared journey over the
next six weeks towards Easter. We begin the trek
with two scriptural images of life in a betwixt and between place. You can make your choice – begin Lent
on the ark bouncing on the waves of the flood, sharing your space with all the diversity of creation and
wondering if and when you might get off the blasted
boat and actually get on with living. Or you can begin
Lent with Jesus in the wilderness, alone except for
the voice of the tempter testing your convictions and
trying to plant seeds of doubt about your calling and
purpose.
Whichever image resonates with you personally, Lent is a time to explore transition and to acknowledge that much of life is lived in what can be described as
“liminal space and time”.

St. Andrew’s is an inclusive and affirming Christian community of faith worshiping God and serving
others. Inspired by Holy Scripture and guided by tradition, reason, and experience, we share the
ministry of Jesus Christ by nurturing spiritual growth, caring for creation, and being with those in need.
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Sunday, February 28th - Second Sunday in Lent
“Names, Identity and More” - Rev. Lillian Roberts
On the second Sunday of Lent we will hear the story
of God’s covenant with Abraham and an exchange
between Peter and Jesus that culminates is Jesus saying, not only to Peter but to everyone in the crowd
assembled, ““Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me.”
In a sermon titled, “Names, Identity and More”, I will explore how these questions of identity, name and call press upon us, particularly in times of change.
Abram and Sarai in order to live into the life of their new names Abraham and Sarah and the life that God promised through the covenant, would have to leave behind some things. Walter Brueggemann lifts up what is happening here with elegance and clarity when he claims that “God’s good self, God’s name, God’s identity” are “enough to override the body-given despair of this old couple.” If they
were going to be the beginning of a people as numerous as the stars, they were
going to have lose disappointment that things had not happened as they hoped;
they would need to lose the perception that they were too old to do this new
thing; they would have to lose the fear that they would have no lasting legacy.
God looks upon this old, odd couple and says trust in the identities and the names
that I am giving you. Father and Mother (actually Princess in terms of the meaning of the name) of an amazing future.
How You Can Help St. Andrew’s During this Special Time
You can ensure that your community of faith can count on
your support by giving monthly through Pre-Authorized
Remittance (PAR). You can become a monthly PAR member
by downloading this form and mailing it to St. Andrew’s. (399
Cassells St., North Bay, ON P1B 3Z4). Complete PAR details can
be found at: https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/giveregularly . Thank you for considering this option if you are not already on PAR.
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During this time of transitional ministry, this note will become a regular feature of the weekly newsletter. It will
share information about the work being done, and from
time to time it will offer a question for you to reflect on
and if so moved to share your wisdom with the Transition
Team.
This is the end of my first week with you. Beginning the
same week as Lent begin has proven to be a little busy!
Lots of worship preparation and planning has been important to allow all the dedicated folks of the Worship and Christian Development
Team to prepare for their contributions and work. A huge “Thank you” to all those
who make it possible to deliver an online worship life!
In this first posting, I want to introduce to you those who have agreed to give of their
time to be part of the Transition Team. These are all busy folk who are engaged in
other aspects of the ministry of St. Andrew’s and I appreciate their willingness to take
on this work as well. We plan to meet in the coming week. The Team consists of:
Karen Gooch, Beth Ward, Cathy Coleman and from the Canadian Shield Regional
Council, Karen Brophey.
There is a handbook from the United Church to guide their
work, here is an edited version of their mandate.

Pivotal Role of the Transition Team
• To the governing body: provide information, clarification, and recommendations
• To the intentional interim minister: give interpretation, insight, accompaniment,
and support
• To the community of faith: offer leadership that challenges, reassures, encourages
risk, and assists with making the necessary changes to move on in its ministry
The transition team explores the culture and dynamics of the community of faith,
with all of its strengths and struggles. The success of the team will lie in its ability to
recognize issues that are impeding the community of faith’s life, deal with them in its
own functioning, and then lead the community of faith to recognize and address
those patterns of behaviour and take appropriate actions to change them.
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The Ministry and Personnel committee is currently developing a Search Team to assist with the recruitment
and interviewing of St. Andrew’s Office Administrator.
In the interim, we are seeking a Temporary Office Administrator to work 10 hours weekly for up to 6 weeks while we conduct our
search. If you know of anyone who is familiar with St. Andrew’s, has excellent
computer and telephone skills, is able to manage email, phone requests and inperson visitors (though this will likely be minimal until post-lockdown), and who
can also assist with maintaining our church’s mailing list and accepting donations/issuing receipts to donors, please encourage them to reach out to Natalie
Wilson, Ministry &Personnel Chair, either by phone (705-358-5827) or email
(taliasdreams@hotmail.com). Thank you for your help!

THERE IS STILL TIME TO DONATE!

The Coldest Night of the Year is a family-friendly walk that
raises money for charities serving hungry, homeless and
hurting people in our community. This year CNOTY is virtual
and is your own self-organized walk on SATURDAY February
20th, Chosen Frozen members will gather with
your own COVID-safe bubble (or on your own) and walk your
own out safe 2-5 km route. Interested in joining the Chosen
Frozen or sponsoring - please click **HERE** or contact
Monique Peters at (705) 493-4946 .

PERCY
THE
PENGUIN
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COVID-19: Stay-at-Home Order Continues
As this newsletter goes to press, the announcement
has just been made that the Stay-at-Home order will
continue to apply until at least Monday, March 8, 2021
in the North Bay-Parry Sound District.
Therefore the actual date for re-opening of the Church
and resumption of in-person worship (30 % capacity only) is still undetermined.
Watch this newsletter and the St. Andrew’s Church website (https://standrewsnorthbay.ca ) for updates.
In the meantime, a recorded St. Andrew’s Sunday service will be provided
weekly on the St. Andrew’s YouTube channel. Once these services are posted by
Saturday evening they are available for viewing at any time, day or night!

Thanking Tracy
We want to remember the contribution that Tracy Davis has made to our
faith community over the years by presenting her with a book of memories.
If you have any stories, photos, or special reminiscences that you would
like to share please send them to Rev. Lillian Roberts by e-mail
(standrewschurch@cogeco.net) or by mail (399 Cassells St. , North Bay P1B
3Z4) . Your personal messages conveying appreciation and best wishes are
certainly welcome too. Deadline: Wednesday,
March 10, 2021.
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The online worship
service for this Sunday
will be posted on the
St. Andrew’s YouTube
Channel by 9 pm on
Saturday

Donations to St. Andrew’s
can now be made via
e-transfer using the e-mail address …

donatetostandrews@cogeco.net

St. Andrew’s Needs Your Help!
standrews-northbay.ca/belfrytowercampaign

