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St. Andrew's United Church is an inclusive and affirming Christian community of 
faith located in the downtown core of North Bay, Ontario. As a congregation 
that   follows a progressive ministry theology, one of our core beliefs is the understanding 
that all life is a gift and each of us has a ministry to offer. Through our worship and 
celebration, adult education programs, committee work and children's ministry, folks 
find St. Andrew’s to be a place where a deeper sense of purpose for life can be nurtured 
and shared. Our gracious old building and the people of St. Andrew’s are welcoming, 
friendly, inclusive, and relevant. With “open hearts, open minds and open doors” our faith 
family respectfully welcomes all members of our Church from the eldest to the youngest, 
and those who come through our doors as visitors. Our Mission Statement directs us to 
share the ministry of Jesus Christ by nurturing spiritual growth, caring for creation, and 
being with those in need.   
    
Our Sunday Worship Service  is the central component of life at St. Andrew’s. It is a time 
prayerful inspiration when the Spirit moves among us through music and words. The order 
of service reflects a harmonious balance of prayer, children’s time, Old and New Testament 
readings, the Minister’s message, and selections from the St. Andrew’s choir. Children are 
an important part of our Sunday morning worship, spending some time with the “grown-
ups" before heading off to a church school program. Our youth numbers are growing which 
is an encouraging sign. Several Sunday Inter-generational Worship Services are planned 
each year when the congregation experiences new and creative ways of hearing and seeing 
“the message” that are clear to all ages. Baptisms, Communion, welcoming of new 
members, confirmation of faith, Mission and Service updates, and observances that reflect 
the changing seasons of the church calendar (Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter etc.) are all 
part of “what we do” in our worship time together.  
 

Throughout the remainder of the week the people of St. Andrew's continue their 
engagement in meaningful ministry.  Some activities within our walls might include the 
popular Wednesday Worship Service, after-church forums on topics of current interest, or 
a time of fellowship at a Linger Lunch after Sunday service. Lay-led adult education is an 
important facet of St. Andrew’s that opens scriptures to people in new and relevant 
ways.  Members of our congregation also facilitate Monday evening adult study 
groups usually twice a year for nine to twelve-week sessions where religious topics are 
examined through a lens of a Modern liberal understanding. On Sunday mornings, an 
enthusiastic Reflection Group meets to discuss various books on theology or spirituality.  

https://standrews-northbay.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Bay,_Ontario
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https://standrews-northbay.ca/worship/sunday-morning-worship/
https://standrews-northbay.ca/outreach/outreach-st-andrews-community/
https://standrews-northbay.ca/worship/wednesday-woship/


We take social justice issues to heart and we continually assess how our actions as a 
community of faith impact on those around us.  The people of St. Andrew’s live in a 
“both/and” kind of world and we have taken to heart the gospel imperative to draw the 
circle of community wide. Teas, bazaars, turkey suppers, the hosting of community 
concerts and events are all examples of how St. Andrew’s connects with the broader 
community. An important part of our ministry is providing space for many community 
groups to meet. Groups such as Transition Town, 12-step groups, the Choral Society, the 
Baytones, the Gateway Harmony Company and others regularly use our facilities. St. 
Andrew’s presence outside our walls might involve pastoral care visits to the elderly and 
those in hospital, promoting activities in support of environmental stewardship, arranging 
a worship service in a long-term care facility, or just assisting those who might need to 
know that someone cares.  
 

Inclusivity is important to all members of our faith family. Physical accessibility is enhanced 
by providing accommodations including properly equipped washrooms, hearing assist 
devices, large--print literature. Our church has a Blue Umbrella designation that indicates 
that we are a “dementia friendly” space and able to help with the challenges that 
Alzheimer’s presents. As a downtown church, St. Andrew’s finds ways to help the inner-city 
population with some of the mental health challenges they face. The Loaves and Fishes 
foodbank held most Thursday morning in our gym is an example of ministry to the more 
vulnerable members wo live in our community.  
 

Since 2013 our community has been an Affirming congregation in the United Church of 
Canada. Our Statement of Affirmation and Inclusion and our Marriage Policy  both reflect a 
sincere willingness to celebrate LGBTQ2S+ people and ritualize their relationships in 
marriage. The Inclusivity Committee helps the congregation to continue to learn and to 
broaden our circle of fellowship and faith. The holding of Rainbow Potluck dinners, the 
hosting of special events such as a North Bay Pride Valentine’s Dance, and Q Faith worship 
services are some of the expressions of this outreach and affirmation.  
  
 St. Andrew’s 130-year history is a rich one and our timeline reflects adaptation to the 
changing society. Communication is becoming an important tool in developing a sense of 
belonging. In addition to the website, St. Andrew’s has been developing presences 
on Facebook and Instagram to keep its members and the North Bay community aware of 
the church’s many worthwhile activities and initiatives. Looking to the future, the main 
challenge we face is the building of our congregational numbers - at all age levels - through 
meaningful spiritual and social engagement.  
  
The rainbow decals at both doors of the church and also on our church sign declare that 
the people of St. Andrew’s celebrate the wide diversity and gifts of all of God's children 
and, as one of our hymns gladly declares, " All are welcome in this place!"    
 

 
Underlined Text = clickable link to appropriate section of the St. Andrew’s website, 
https://standrews-northbay.ca or social media. 
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